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“On that one, I had the rhythm section playing to a recorded loop that I created that had nothing to do with the final song. 

I wanted to experiment with the idea of having the drummer and bass player reacting to something that you don’t actually 

hear in the finished piece. The title comes from a really cheap distortion pedal I have that emulates a broken speaker. It got 

a lot of use on that track!”

“’Fun Machine Two’ is the sequel to a tune from my last album, both of which were written using a cheesy organ called 

the Fun Machine. It’s got some great drum moments care of Scott Amendola who I really encouraged to let loose and 

release his inner John Bonham. He was playing so loud that all the studio equipment was peaking out, but I loved the 

sound, so we left it like that.”

“‘Nailbiter’ is a fun song that I wanted to get really unique sounds on, so we recorded the drums from quite far away, and 

the piano sounded too much like a piano, so I dumped a case of blank CD’s onto the strings to deaden them, but they 

ended up jingling around when the notes were hit. I loved that sound too – sort of like an old tack piano. Now that’s 

productive use of digital technology! ”

“… I’m not a flashy player in the traditional sense, and I didn’t want this record to be a showcase for over-the-top 

pyrotchnics. It’s more about the feel, the tones and the mood that the steel guitar can conjure up... ”

“At the time I was writing this music I was very inspired by Tom Verlaine, Bill Frisell, Brian Eno, and Japancakes…” 

says Dawson “…and the way they use repetition and tone to create a mood. Some of these new songs have quite long 

melodies, which I think is a product of listening to that kind of music. At the same time, I was reading a book about 

recording the Beatles, and revisiting their music - that manifests itself in the way we recorded some of the instruments… 

particularly the drums, which are all recorded in mono, with only three microphones, and the steel and other guitars were 

all recorded exactly as you hear them – without adding any effects in the mixing process.”

Featuring the same band as his last album; Scott Amendola on drums, Keith Lowe on bass, and Chris Gestrin on keyboards, 

Steve also enlisted trumpet players Brad Turner and J.P. Carter for the evocative horn parts and solos, and Ottawa 

harmonica player Steve Marriner for some bluesy wailing on ‘Speaker Damage’.

Working with a recurring cast of musicians has honed the sound of Steve’s recording work to the point where he has become 

a recognizable and prominent producer of many current artists working around the world. In the last few years, Steve has 

worked in the studio with artists like Jim Byrnes, Kelly Joe Phelps, The Sojourners, Ndidi Onukwulu, Jenny Whiteley, 

Old Man Luedecke and many others. While individual projects vary in sound, the signatures of Steve’s production come 

through, such as the elements of live performance that he keeps at the heart of his recordings, and the tones of the old and 

unusual instruments that he collects. His go-to list of textural instruments include the pump organ, marxophone, mandotar, 

tack piano, and a growing collection of oddball guitars and microphones. Steve uses these tools to create soundscapes of 

unusual yet timeless sounds. 

‘Telescope’ is a unique page in the career of Steve Dawson, and a refreshing blast of spirited and inspired 

roots-jazz-pop-improv that stands on its own in the landscape of Canadian music. In Steve’s own words; “…I feel like we 

accomplished the goal of making something unique and compelling that also takes the pedal steel guitar out of its 

comfort zone.”
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